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BIBLIOTHERAPY AND THE LIBRARY 


By Maurice Floch, Clinical Psychologist 
Detroit House of Correction, Plymouth, Michigan 


Just recently the chief of the Extension Division of the Detroit 
Public Library handed me two books with the remark: "I have brought you 
books that I know you will find extremely useful in your treatment projects 
with narcotic addicts." Having received such high recommendation from 
Miss Casey, whom I consider an authority, I quickly proceeded to study the 
two books and soon found myself amply repaid for my efforts. The titles 


were "Long Day's Journey into Night" by O'Neill and "Let No Man Write My 
Epitaph" by Motley. 


"Long Day's Journey into Night" proved to be a veritable treasuretrove 
to me as a psychotherapist. Here was a finely executed case history of an 
upper middle-class addict presented by a master dramatist in a manner that 
would arouse the interest even of the most apathetic reader. As I prog- 
ressed in the book, I attempted to visualize the reactions of my seven 
female addict prisoners with whom I have been meeting regularly week after 
week for the purpose of helping them acquire some understanding of their 
own lives and those of people tied to them by kinship and friendship. I 
could see them commiserate with poor Mrs. Tyrone as she helplessly strug- 
gled in the tight spiderweb of her addiction. I knew that they would un- 
derstand what it means to come back from a so-called cure and find life 
just as overwhelming and crushing as ever. They would appreciate the air 
of suspicion, the watchful glances of relatives, the continual testing by 
indirect references which every addict must encounter and silently endure. 
The addicts would listen with compassion to Mary Tyrone's story of her 
downfall. To them it would sound very human and real. They would feel the 
pain of a woman who always wanted a home, friends, respectability but could 
never acquire them because circumstances forced her to spend her life trav- 
eling with her actor-husband, living in dreary, second-rate hotels to brood 
away her hours in patient resignation while waiting for her husband to re- 
turn from the theater. My addicts would understand the whole tragic picture 
of the Tyrone family: The frustrated though financially successful actor- 
husband drowning his sorrows over being an artistic failure in heavy drink- 
ing and in a miserly attachment to money; the elder son, 

Jamie, who believes himself rejected by his parents in 
favor of a younger brother, in addition to being held 
responsible for the death of another brother, and who 
similarly escapes to liquor and debauchery; and finally, | 
the sensitive, youngest son who runs away from the whole 
family mess to become a nomadic sailor and two-fisted 
drinker, finally ending up with T.B. 
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My addicts, I knew, would be much stimulated by the events of the 
play, by the personality of the characters. They would feel themselves 
treading on familiar ground and would fall into reminiscing about their 
own lives. They would be pulling together long-forgotten threads and 
would cautiously throw inward glances. "Let's see what is it really that 
I am running away from; what are the real facts behind my using excuses 
and self-justifications." 


While my addicts would be prompted to cautious self-examinations, they 
would also raise some philosophical questions: What is this whole business 
of living about? What are the aims, the purposes? What other solutions 
are possible besides escape into the temporary self-forgetfulness brought 
on by narcotics and liquor? There would be many avenues explored and the 
mind would engage in never-before-attempted adventures of thinking. "Long 
Day's Journey into Night" would make a tremendous impact. The words in 
the book would be no neutral symbols. They would have the strength of a 
potent brew; they would stir up emotions as much as any chemicals could 
because words can both sear and heal. I would find this play excellent 
material for my group therapy class. 


Willard Motley's "Let No Man Write My Epitaph" turned out to be even 
stronger meat. Here was a book that pictured the slum as no photograph 
or painting ever could. There it was with all its squalor, its filth, its 
decay. There it was devoid of all the ingredients of that indefinable 
something called beauty, an environment present in almost every large con- 
glomeration of human beings, a sort of cancer on which grow mostly "flow- 
ers of evil." In this subterranean-like setting Willard Motley takes one 
Dante-like on a Cook's tour of a special Inferno. He opens the door to 
the "pads", to the "cribs" of the miserable addicts whose lives have be- 
come a squirrel cage of perpetual motion, a continual rat race to ward off 
the horrors of drug hunger. Not that the finer human sentiments would be 
entirely lacking. The slums, despite their decaying influence, cannot en- 
tirely eradicate everything created by eons of human development. There 
you still find love, devotion, loyalty, sacrifice even alongside robbery, 
murder, rapine, lust and debauchery. But over it all hangs a continual 
air of hopelessness and desperation which kills the spirit and stifles any 
efforts to overcome it. 


"Let No Man Write My Epitaph" I felt was of even more use to me, per- 
haps, than to my addicts. It magically unfolded a picture before me which 
I had never before seen despite my many years of work with society's ex- 
iles and outcasts. Of a sudden, I became aware of the fact that up to the 
moment of reading this powerful book, I have only seen fragments: a little 
glimpse here, a little glimpse there, but rarely a view that hung together. 
It was as if someone took me on a space journey which permitted me to see 
the other side of the moon. I knew that after this tour of the Inferno 
with Willard Motley I would be much closer as a human being to my addicts 
than I had ever before been. 


And now to come back to "bibliotherapy and the library." As a prison 
man I have often toyed with the idea that some day prisons will somehow 
turn into genuine educational institutions. They will be places to which 
society will send all those who went astray because life failed to give 
them a real chance to grow up to be harmoniously functioning men and women. 
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And, it will be up to this new type of educational institution to make up 
for what society failed to accomplish earlier. Not that these places will 
be peopled by maudlin sentimentalists crying heavy tears over the deprived 
and downtrodden who fell by the wayside for no fault of their own. On the 
contrary, the staff of the new type of correctional institution will be 
made up of hardheaded, scientifically trained correctional educators who 
will insist on an acceptance of personal responsibility, maintaining at 
the same time an attitude of compassion and genuine human interest. 


How would the library fit into this scheme? Headed by a trained, pro- 
fessional librarian, it would be a focal point in the whole, active treat- 
ment organization. Like the pharmacy in a hospital, the library would 
furnish the armamentarium both for social reeducation and psychotherapy. 
The library would be the repository of those ideas and words without which 
the rebuilding of personalities is impossible. Important as the many so- 
called wonder drugs are in the treatment of the emotions, they are still 
only adjuvants and the lion share still belongs to the face-to-face, per- 
sonal contacts between therapist and patient in which communication by 
words is a crucial ingredient. 




















The librarian, in turn, would play a role similar to the pharmaceuti- 
cal chemist, to carry on the analogy begun above. It would be up to him to 
analyze books of all kinds, fictional and nonfictional, for the treatment 
value they might possess. He would of necessity also classify them accord- 
ing to the conditions they might be able to remedy and evolve a sort of 
"pharmacopoeia" of written material on which the therapists may draw as 

the need arises. 


Psychotherapy is basically nothing else but personal influence exerted 
by one person on another, and books are substitutes for people. As one 
pores over a book, it is almost as if one held a conversation with the 
author. It is true that in merely reading, one is apt to miss those im- 
ponderable and indefinable, subtle influences created by a face-to-face 
personal contact. Undoubtedly this fact constitutes a distinct loss. On 
the other hand, as a compensation, one receives in a book a better organ- 
ized and more orderly presentation of an idea, providing, of course, that 
the author knows how to write, than one would in the course of a conversa- 
tion. Another, decided advantage is that one may lay aside a book as one 
reaches a state of fatigue to resume the vicarious conversation with the 
author when one is more receptive. 






















It goes without saying that the correctional librarian would require 
special training in the behavior sciences, in addition to his usual prep- 
aration in library science, and would have to work in closest collaboration 
with the professional treatment personnel. Thus, I envisage the correc- 
tional library of the future as an indispensable department without which 
treatment efforts would be highly impaired if not partially paralyzed. 










Editor's Note: Because of the application of this material to 
public and institution libraries, we asked Dr. Floch to write 
on books as therapy. Librarians can suggest books to psychi- 
atrists and others working with nervously disturbed and malad- 
justed people. They can also help to promote library service 
at institutions. 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Laura E. McDowell 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


YP *Allen, C.L. All things are possible through prayer. Revell. $2. 

RH In a timely consideration of prayers, personal and intercessory, the 
minister of Grace Methodist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, points out "some 
of the locked doors of life and some of the prayer-keys that will open 
those doors". 264.1 


Alsop, Joseph, & Alsop, Stewart. The reporter's trade. Reynal. $5. 
As the brothers Alsop gaily and candidly review their 12 years of work 
together in Washington and abroad, they provide a "retrospect" of cru- 
cial years in U.S. history and a kind of textbook of the newspaper 
craft, illustrated by selections from their columns. Index. 973.918 


YP *Ballantine, William. Wild tigers & tame fleas. Rinehart. $5. 

RH Embellished with the artist-author's delightful drawings, this is an 
authentic, lively account of animal training and trainers, filled with 
interesting anecdotes of the circus and its people. Glossary. Index. 

791.3 


*Ballard, E.D. Garden in your house. Harper. $4.95. 
A loving, comprehensive manual, giving not only essential information 
about a wide variety of plants which the writer has grown but also a 
review of basic, horticultural principles and a description of indoor 
gardens and custom-built greenhouses. Photographs, drawings. Sources 
of supply, suggested reading, index. 635.9 
Window sill gardening, by J.U. Crockett (Doubleday. $2.95. 635.96) 
is a friendly introduction to the growing of familiar plants with 
helpful advice easily explained. Colored plates. Index. 
(Van Nostrand. $6.95. 

635.96) tells "how to preserve the color and the beauty of your garden 
flowers and keep foliages, ferns, berries, cones and wood in fine con- 
dition for a long time." (Subtitle) Pleasing format with many lovely 
photographs in color and black and white. Index. 

Small fruits for your home garden, by J.H. Clarke (Doubleday. $4.95. 
634.7) contains hard-to-find, updated material on berries, currants 
and grapes that can be successfully grown by the amateur for his own 
or commercial use. Photographs, drawings. Tables, index. 

Enjoying America's gardens, by Mrs. J.P. Dutton (Reynal. $5. 635.9) 
details an Englishwoman's delight in the beautiful gardens discovered 


during a three-year journey throughout the United States. Line draw- 
ings complement the charming text. 
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*Barkley, Mrs. J.R. I married the Veep, as told to Frances Spatz 
Leighton. Vanguard. $3.95. 
The magic of the "enchanted evening" when the late Vice President 
Barkley first met the author, an attractive widow, pervades her popu- 
larly written, intimate account of the courtship and seven happy years 
as the wife of one of our best-loved, national figures. B or 92 


YP Berrill, N.J. You and the universe. Dodd. $3.50. 

RH "Where is man, specifically, in this web of evolution?" is the question 
the author attempts to answer in a delightfully written volume rich 
in scientific content. 523.1 

YP In An adventure in astronomy, by Kenneth Hever (Viking. $3.50. 523), 

RH a former lecturer at the Hayden Planetarium takes the reader on a 
journey around the world, commenting on "the appearance and behavior 
of the sky" as seen from seven key cities. Maps, photographs, draw- 
ings. Index. 

YP *1001 questions answered about astronomy, by J.S. Pickering (Dodd. $6. 

RH 520.76) contains a wealth of information conveniently arranged in 17 
sections. Photographs, diagrams. Tables, bibliography, index. 

























Berton, Pierre. The Klondike fever; the life and death of the last 

RH great gold rush. Knopf. $5.75. 
A Klondike native who has talked with old-timers describes "the stam- 
pede as a whole" in a colorful, authentic narrative of the Alaska-Yukon 
region. Maps. Note on sources, bibliography, index. 971.21 

PR Moonlisht at midday, by Sally Carrighar (Knopf. $6.50. 917.98) is 
a fascinating, informing portrayal of Alaska today, its people and 
wildlife, by the author of Icebound summer (1953) who spent almost a 
decade in the Arctic. Photographs. Bibliography, index. 


Bishop, J.A. ed. Go with God. McGraw-Hill. $5. 
RH Inspiring collection of prayers of all faiths, from history, literature 

and from noted contemporaries, prefaced by "Day of Despair", an account 
of the author's experience during a personal crisis. Index. 292.3 




















Blay, J.S. The Civil War; a pictorial profile. Crowell. $10. 

Using contemporary drawings by sketch artists and engravings from later 
anthologies, this handsome quarto adds to its captions, headlines and 
running text ten "interludes" describing different phases of the war. 
Maps. Index.(A good gift to the library). 973.7 


YP Brooks, John. The seven fat years: chronicles of Wall Street. Harper. 
RH 4. 
a author of The man who broke things (1958) reported Wall Street 
activities during the 1950-57 boom and his exciting stories of proxy 
fights and fabulous, financial deals make the workings of the stock 
market more intelligible to the layman. Index. Mainly reprinted from 
The New Yorker. 332.61 













Cooper, D.M. Viscountess Norwich. 
Houghton. $5. 

Gay, charming evocation of honest and beautiful Diana Cooper's aris- 
tocratic background, her childhood and youth, nursing service in the 
second World War, love for Duff Cooper and choice as the Nun in Rein- 
hardt's "The Miracle," told partly through letters. Photographs. 
Appendix, index. Reprinted from Ladies’ Home Journal. B or 92 


The rainbow comes and goes. 
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Covello, Leonard, & D'Agostino, Guido. The heart is the teacher. 
McGraw-Hill. $4.75. 

An Italian immigrant's warmhearted reminiscences of schooling and 
teaching in New York's East Harlem, and of boys he helped to careers 
and right living through encouragement and affection. B or 92 


YP *Dexter, H.H. What's right with race relations. Harper. $4. 


RH 


Sane, salutary chapters, clearly showing through true examples how 
efforts have been successfully made to ease race tension in such areas 
as schools,housing, labor, marriage and religion. Index. 323 


Donovan, M.K. The Far Eastern epicure; a culinary journey to the Far 
East with original recipes. Doubleday. $3.95. 

Prefaced by brief introductions, exotic recipes are proferred as typ- 
ical of Indonesian, Malayan, Singapore-Indian, Chinese and Japanese 
cooking. Drawings. Index. 641.595 
Aromas and flavors of past and present, by A.B. Toklas (Harper. $3.50. 
641.5) contains some 200 recipes for "Exquisite Cooking," used by 
Gertrude Stein's great friend and companion, here adapted to the Amer- 
ican way by Poppy Cannon, noted exponent of the culinary art. Index. 
Rain, hail,...and baked beans; a New England seasonal cook book, by 
Duncan MacDonald and Robb Sagendorph (Washburn. $3.95. 641.5) con- 
tains "weather-appropriate dishes made up of seasonal foods," many 
"derived from the great tradition of Yankee cooking." Chapter heads. 
Favorite recipes from New England inns, index. 


PR *Douglas, W.O. West of the Indus. Doubleday. $5. 


H 


Interesting account of a 7,000-mile automobile trip through West Pakis- 
tan, Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Persian Kurdistan and Azerbaijan, and 
Turkey, taken in 1957 by Justice Douglas, his wife and a friend, with 
bits of history, description and comment on present conditions. End- 
paper maps. Index. 915.6 
Iraq; its people, its society, its culture, by G.L. Harris and others 
(HRAF. $7. 956.7) is a thorough study of a critical Middle East area 
prepared by specialists and the staff of the Human Relations Area 
Files, a nonprofit, research corporation affiliated with Yale Univer- 
sity and sponsored and supported by its 16 member universities. Maps, 
tables. Recommended reading, index. 


Fenton, C.A. Stephen Vincent Benet; the life and times of an American 
man of letters, 1898-1943. Yale Univ. $4.50. 

The making of a poet-early influences, happy marriage, support through 
short story writing, literary friends and growing patriotism, detailed 
in a carefully researched, lively biography that quotes liberally from 
SVB's writings. Photographs. Notes, index. B or 92 


Finley, J.F. James Gillis, Paulist; a biography. Hanover House. 

$3 95 . 

Candid, unbiased portrait of the late editor of Catholic World, whose 
trenchant sermons caused a stir in the '30s and whose spiritual sin- 
cerity was respected by all. B or 92 


Frazier, P.W. Antarctic assault. Dodd. $4. 

A member of the Task Force assigned to the South Polar regions graph- 
ically describes the three Operations Deep Freeze which prepared seven 
bases for the International Geophysical Year, detailing the hazards 
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encountered in landing men and equipment on the vast, frozen wastes. 
Map, photographs. 999 








Gibson, Althea. 
Harper. $3.50. 
Frank, unpretentious narration of the Negro tennis champion's tomboy 
childhood and indifferent schooling but determination to achieve as 

tennis player, singer and "to have identity." Photographs. B or 92 


I always wanted to be somebody; ed. by Ed Fitzgerald. 


Herberts, Kurt. The complete book of artists’ techniques. Praeger. 
$12.50. 

Both layman and artist will derive pleasure and benefit from this un- 
usual, square book, beautiful in format and original in treatment, 
showing how the techniques of the various arts serve the creative con- 
cept. Handsome reproductions in color, black and white photographs 
and drawings. References, list of illustrations, sources. Splendid 
library gift. 700 


Herold, J.C. Mistress to an age; a life of Madame de Stael. Bobbs- 
Merrill. $5.95. 

Sparkling, "fully rounded" biography that restores with the aid of 
new documents the dynamic figure of Germaine de Stael against the 
background of political and intellectual France during and after the 
Revolution. Photographs. Bibliographic essay, index. B or 92 


Hough, R.A. The fleet that had to die. Viking. $3.95. 

Re-creates with immediacy and accuracy Admiral Rozhestvensky's 18,000- 

mile voyage to Tsu-Shima during the Russo-Japanese War and the terrible 
losses and defeat effected by Admiral Togo. Maps, photographs. Appen- 

dix, bibliography. Appeared serially in The New Yorker. 952.03 


YP *Ilton, Paul. The Bible was my treasure map. Messner. $5. 


The late "free-lance" archeologist beautifully describes his adventures 
in the Middle East and the findings that confirmed many Biblical events, 
recalling colorful legends and conveying "some of the tremendous ex- 
citement of archaeology in the Holy Land." Map, photographs. 913.39 


YP *Kane, H.T. The Southern Christmas book. McKay. $4.95. 


From a study of old diaries and conversations with colonial descendants 
throughout the South comes this delightful collection of Christmas 
lore—"the full story from earliest times to the present; people, cus- 
toms, conviviality, carols, cooking." (subtitle). Map, chapter heads. 
Index. 394.2 






YP *Kemp, V.A.M. Without fear, favour or affection; thirty-five years 


with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. Longmans. $4.50. 

Recently retired as Director of Criminal Investigation, the author 
modestly and excitingly recounts his experiences on the Force from 
saddle horse duty on the prairies to arranging escort for the Royal 
Tour of 1939 and the Quebec conference. 351.74 


YP *Kimbrough, Emily. And a right good crew. Harper. $3.95. 


The "crew" on the voyage through the canals of England and Wales in- 
cluded the Howard Lindsays, Arthur Kober and Sophy, companion of other 
trips, plus the author who reports their happy experiences and naviga- 
tional difficulties with her accustomed gaiety. Map, drawings. 914.2 


Klein, Alexander, ed. The double dealers; adventures in grand decep- 
tion. Lippincott. $4.95. 
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The author's second anthology of true tales of "hoax, fraud, ruse or 
imposture" presents a wide range in time and locale and fulfils its 
aim of providing entertainment for a variety of tastes. 364 


Kronenberger, Louis. Marlborough's duchess; a study in worldliness. 
Knopf. $5.75. 

A fascinating re-creation of 18th century England, this vivid portrait 
of the fiery, ambitious Sarah Jennings deals equally with the exploits 
of her soldier-husband, first Duke of Marlborough, and her loss of favor 
with Queen Anne, her girlhood companion. Photographs. Index. B or 92 


Krutch, J.W. Grand Canyon; today and all its yesterdays. Sloane. $5. 
The history and physical aspects of the Grand Canyon are knowingly 

described by the naturalist-writer who points out that the preserva- 
tion of the natural world gives distinction to our continent. Maps, 
photograph in color. 917.91 


LaFarge, John. An American amen; a statement of hope. Farrar. $3.75. 

The distinguished priest and Jesuit, editor of America, here distills 

his life philosophy, expressing his confidence in our country and 

stressing our responsibility to ourselves and to the entire human race. 
B or 92 


Lancaster, Osbert. Here, of all places. Houghton. $4. 

Text and drawings by the noted British author-cartoonist wittily and 
authentically trace the course of domestic architecture from prehis- 
toric times to the present. 720 


Lee, R.I. A doctor speaks his mind. Little $3. 

Wise, sensible "musings" on the medical profession in our changing 
society, by a veteran physician who believes in the Hippocratic Oath, 
the doctor as a rugged individualist, in public health work and the 
universality of his profession. Portrait. B or 92 


MacCracken, H.N. Blithe Dutchess; the flowering of an American county 
from 1812. Hastings. $5.25. 

In a sequel to Old Dutchess forever: (1956), the president emeritus 

of Vassar continues his well-researched study of Dutchess county, pro- 
viding a colorful, anecdotal record of its people and its industrial 
and cultural progress. Map, drawings. Bibliography, index. 974.733 


Mann, Erika. The last year of Thomas Mann; a revealing memoir by his 
daughter; tr. by Richard Graves. Farrar. $3.50. 

Sensitive, affecting portrait of the great German writer, his modesty, 
good humor, love of work and of his fellowman, partly in diary form. 
Photographs. B or 92 


Mannes, Marya. More in anger. Lippincott. $3.50. 

Written "to help pierce this layer of complacency and complaisance" 
in American life today, sharply worded, challenging pieces deal with 
social, political and personal themes. Reprinted in part from The 
Reporter. 917.3 


YP *Meserve, H.C. No peace of mind. Harcourt. $3.75. 

RH In a convincing, readable discussion, a Unitarian minister argues that 
the real function of religion is to supply active, spiritual resources 
for modern man's needs rather than to offer "psycho-religious pallia- 
tives" that promise happiness and freedom from righteous concern. 248 
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Morne, Hakon. Caribbean symphony; tr. by Maurice Michael. Roy. $4./5. 
From his native Norway the author crossed to Venezuela on a tanker to 
travel through Central America on foot or in primitive boats and here 
shares his unusual experiences and impressions of contrasting countries 
and customs. Photographs. 917.28 


Morris, James. South African winter. Pantheon. $3.75. 

Reporting for the Manchester Guardian, the author of Islam inflamed 
(1957) observed conditions in the Union of South Africa and thus pro- 
vides,with wit and perspicacity, understanding if not solutions of the 
difficult problems. Map, photographs. 916.8 

A time to speak, by Michael Scott (Doubleday. $4.50. 323.1) is an 
Anglican priest's interesting account of his impassioned fight for 
human rights in South Africa as well as a description of his background 
and his work in London where he organized the African Bureau to aid 

the colonial peoples. Endpaper map. Appendixes, index. 





Overstreet, Harry, & Overstreet, Mrs. B.W. What we must know about 
communism. Norton. $3.95. 

Salutary "exploration" of the "strange new force" that has taken hold 
of a large part of the world, its beginnings and developments, direc- 
tions and importance. Bibliography, notes, index. 335.409 
The secret name, by Lin Yu-tang (Farrar. $3.95. 947.085) outlines 
the growth of communism in the past 40 years and urges a Free World 
international policy to fight the cold war. Graphs, chart. Chronol- 
ogy, glossary, index. 


Partridge, Bellamy. Going, going, gone! Dutton. $3.95. 

This informal, anecdotal history of auctions and auctioneering in Amer- 
ica and abroad from colonial days to the present gives an entertaining 
view of sales in country barns and famous galleries. Drawings. 658.84 


YP *Priolo, J.B. Ceramics—and how to decorate them. Sterling. $5.95. 


Inviting quarto giving step-by-step, comprehensive information on 
working with clay, firing, molding, glazes, decorating techniques, 
ceramic jewelry and copper enameling. Copiously illustrated; 32 color 
plates, line designs in appendix. 738 





Rand, Christipher. The Puerto Ricans. Oxford Univ. $3.75. 
Well-written, perceptive, informing report, picturing the fast-growing 
Puerto Rican community in New York City as well as the island from 
which the migrants came. Based on material in The New Yorker. 327.72 


YP *Rich, Mrs. L.D. The peninsula. Lippincott. $4.50. 


reflectively of a summer on Gouldsboro Peninsula in Maine where she 
found rewarding friendships in a village almost unchanged in a century. 
Map, drawings. 917.41 


Saarinen, Mrs. A.B. The proud possessors; the lives, times and tastes 
of some adventurous American art collectors. Random House. $5.95. 
Rare and savory volume by the associate art critic of The New York 
Times, gracefully evoking the personalities of "possessors" and "pos- 
sessed" who have generously donated to museums and galleries. Photo- 
graphs. Sources and obligations, index. 708.051 


Sheen, F.J., Bp. Life of Christ. McGraw-Hill. $6.50. 
Not strictly chronological nor involved with Biblical, criticism, this 
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scholarly work is concerned with the significance of Jesus' life for 
spiritual growth, and will be of primary interest to Catholics and 
students of religion. Index. 232.9 


Sitwell, Dame Edith, ed. The Atlantic book of British and American 
poetry. Little. $12.50. 

In a freshly prepared anthology with occasional Prefaces, Dame Edith 
shares her erudition and delight in poems from pre-Chaucer days to 
the present, arranged in "general chronological" order. Indexes of 
authors and titles and of first lines. 821.082 


*Sloane, Eric. The seasons of America past. Funk. $6.50. 

"An appraisal of the past" that flavorsomely describes from spring 
through winter the activities and philosophy of our proud heritage, 
illustrated throughout with color plates and authentic drawings. End- 
paper maps. Recipes from early American farm days. 917.3 
In The changing face of New England, by B.F. Thomson (Macmillan. 
$3.75. 574. 974), an an Associate Professor of Botany at Connecticut 
College tells the dramatic story of America's first frontier, pointing 
out how its geology and ecology relate to humankind. Maps. Index. 


*Snell, Frank. How to hold a better meeting. Harper. $2.95. 
With simple, concrete examples, an account executive explains how 
discussion may be kept brief and pertinent, decisions reached and time 
saved for company and staff. Drawings, diagrams. 301.15 


*Steinberg, Alfred. Mrs. R, the life of Eleanor Roosevelt. Putnam. $5. 
Full-length, sympathetic narrative that makes use of letters and other 
private papers to set forth influences, events and the personality and 
effectiveness of Mrs. Roosevelt. Photographs. Bibliography, index. 

B or 92 
Eleanor Roosevelt; her life in pictures, by Richard Harrity and R.G. 
Martin (Duell. $5.95. B or 92) combines well-selected photographs 
with captions and text to form an interesting record of the period. 


*Stobart, Tom. I take pictures for adventure. Doubleday. $4.95. 
Modestly describes exciting experiences in Antarctica, Africa and 
Australia where the animal shots for the movie "The White Continent" 
were made, and "The Conquest of Everest" was filmed. Photographs. 778 


*Tunis, J.R. The American way in sport. Duell. $3.50. 

A veteran player and sports writer critically observes the progress 

of American games and sports, denouncing the profit motive that has 
turned “outdoor fun into big business" and the exphasis on competitive 
athletics rather than scholarship. Index. 796.0973 


Worthington, Mrs. M.M. Miss Alcott of Concord; a biography. Double- 
day. $4.50. 

Quoting from the Journal and letters of Louisa May Alcott, this 
pleasing, well-researched biography freshly depicts the famous author 
amidst her family and friends, as a nurse during the Civil War and in 
her declining years. Bibliography, index. B or 92 


Fiction 


Aldridge, James. I wish he would not die. Doubleday. $3.50. 
Related in lean prose, with impact and keen insight into Egyptian psy- 
chology, are a short story of friendship between two free-lance fliers, 
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an Englishman and an Egyptian; and a novelette about a desert fighter 
in World War II who hates his superior officer. 





PR *Ashton, Mrs. Helen. The hedge of thorns. Dodd. $3.50. 

H How lovely, innocent, 19-year-old Alicia elopes with a dashing, Irish 
Captain, finds his huge estate insolvent, endures the Great Famine and 

returns widowed to England and faithful Jaimie is told with great charm. 











Barker, S.F. Swear by Apollo. Random House. $3.95. 

H Romantic tale of 18th century Scotland, centered in a widowed American 
doctor who leaves New Hampshire colony to study in Edinburgh, later 
practices in a small Hebrides community where he fights superstition 
and wins the laird's attractive daughter. 











Breslin, Howard. The gallowglass. Crowell. $3.95. 

H The struggle between the Irish and the Danes in 10th century Ireland 
is dramatically re-created in a rousing novel detailing the martial 
and amorous adventures of the fearless vagrant, Ronan MacHugh, who be- 

came a professional foot soldier in King Malachy's army. 



















YP *Cabries, Jean. Jacob; tr. from the French. Dutton. $4.95. 

RH Truly beautiful rendition of the Biblical narrative, recounting the 
young Jacob's flight from his home, long sojourn with his Uncle Laban 
and marriages to Leah and Rachel, his vision and reconciliation with 
his brother, Esau. 


YP *Gallico, Paul. Mrs. ‘Arris goes to Paris. Doubleday. $2.50. 

RH A middle-aged London charwoman, fascinated by one of her employer's 
gowns, determines to own one, and this heartwarming, engaging novelette 
tells of her resolute invasion of Christian Dior's salon and its happy 
effect on three young French people. 


Hammond-Innes, Ralph. 
Knopf. $3.95. 

Ian Ferguson, engineer, is the narrator of this gripping tale of ad- 
venture, mystery and romance. Some harrowing details. 





The land God gave to Cain; a novel of Labrador. 
















Ikor, Roger. The sons of Avrom; tr. from the French. Putnam. $4.50. 
Centering in Yankel, eldest son of a Jewish immigrant from Czarist 
Russia, this ironic, panoramic novel retails the changing fortunes 
and diverse experiences of numerous persons through the two World Wars 
and deals realistically with anti-Semitism. Awarded the Prix Goncourt. 










Jhabvala, R.P. Esmond in India. Norton. $3.95. 

Married to a beautiful Indian girl, the Englishman, Esmond, serves to 
point up the contrast in two families of different ideals, this evoca- 
tive, penetrating novel reveals. 

















Lofts, Mrs. N.R. Heaven in your hand. Doubleday. $3.95. 
Sixteen engrossing, meaningful stories with varied themes and settings. 
Plowshare in heaven, by Jesse Stuart (McGraw-Hill. $4.50) contains 

21 stories redolent of the Kentucky hill country, vividly and humor- 
ously portraying highly individualistic people. 


Tracy, H.L.W. The prospects are pleasing. Random House. $3.50. 
The recovery for Ireland of a painting in a London gallery makes for 
some entertaining goings-on told with a considerable dash of satire. 
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December, 1958 


Free and Inexpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscellany 


Applebaum, S.B. Your family's health. (Pamphlet no. 261) Public Affairs 
Pamphlets. 22 East 38th St., New York 16. 1958. 29p. 25¢. 


A book that shook the world; anniversary essays on Charles Darwin's Origin 


of species by Julian Huxley and others. University of Pittsburgh Press, 
Pittsburgh 13, Pa. 1958. 60p. $1.50. 


Holcombe, A.D. Pet beagle. Veterinary chapter by Judd T. Gilmour. All- 
Pets Books, Inc. P.O. Box 151. Fond du Lac, Wis. 1958. 80p. $1. 


How to remodel basements and attics. Popular Mechanics Press. 200 East 
Ontario St., Chicago 11, Ill. 1957. 192p. 75¢. 


Miller, W.L. and others. Religion and the free society. The Fund for 
the Republic. 60 East 42nd St., New York 17. July 1958. 108p. 
Single copy free. 


Murphy, A.W. and others. Financial protection against atomic hazards. 
Atomic Industrial Forum, Inc. 3 East 54th St., New York. 1957. 65p. 
$2. 


Osborne, Ernest. When you lose a loved one. (Pamphlet no. 269) Public 
Affairs Pamphlets, 22 East 38th St., New York 16. 1958. 28p. 25¢. 


Pepyne, E.W. and others. Better driving. Highway Traffic Safety Center. 
Michigan State University. Prentice-Hall, Inc., Englewood Cliffs, 
N.J. 1958. 130p. $1.28. 


Sargent guide to summer camps and summer schools; representative private 
summer camps for boys and girls throughout the country. Porter Sargent 
Publisher. 11 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass. 1958. 15lp. Cloth- 
bound $3.30; paper-bound, $2.20. 


Shoemaker, R.M. All in play. Adventures in learning; a guide for teachers, 
group leaders, parents. Play Schools Association, Inc. 41 West 57th 
St., New York 19. 1958. 96p. $1. 


Wolf, A.W.M. Your child's emotional health. (Pamphlet no. 264) Public 


Affairs Pamphlets. 22 East 38th St., New York 16. Apr. 1958. 28p. 
25¢. 


Your shelter dollar. Money management Institute of Household Finance 
Corporation. Prudential Plaza, Chicago 1, Ill. 1957. 32p. free. 


The Bookmark -68- December, 1958 





CHILDREN'S BOOKS 


Selected by Mrs. Elizabeth H. Lockhart, Public Library Children's Consultant 
Library Extension Division, New York State Library 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Something special, by Beatrice de Regniers; drawings by Irene Haas. Har- 
court. $2.25. 
Enchanting thoughts and sounds in rhyme with pictures of real charm, 
Ages 3-5 


The puppy who wanted a boy, by Jane Thayer; pictures by Seymour Fleishman. 
Morrow. $2.50. 

A simple, little story for Christmas with appeal for many children. 
Easy reading. Ages 4-7 


The sleepy book, by Charlotte Zolotow; pictures by Vladimir Bobri. Lothop. 
$2.75. 

An atmosphere of stillness and tranquillity is evoked in words and pic- 
tures which show various living creatures, even a boy and a girl, asleep 
at night. Ages 3-5 


FANCIFUL TALES 


The nutcracker, adapted and illustrated by Warren Chappell; based on the 
Alexandre Dumas pere version of the story by E.T.A. Hoffmann with main 
themes from the music by Peter Ilyich Tschaikovsky. Knopf. $2.95. 

The beloved Christmas story of the Nutcracker of Nuremberg has been 
splendidly adapted and illustrated in this beautiful edition. Ages 7-10 


The shepherd's nosegay; stories from Finland and Czechoslovakia retold by 
Parker Fillmore; edited by Katherine Love; illustrated by Enrico Arno. 
Harcourt. $3. 

A tasteful collection of fairy tales, which have for a long time been 
unavailable, imaginatively brought together and effectively illustrated. 
Not to be missed for storytelling. Ages 8-11 
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FICTION 


Heartbreak Street, by Dorothy Gilman Butters. Macrae. $2.75. 

Kitty Boscz graduates from high school and gets a factory job, rebelling 
every inch of the way at the poverty of Pearl Street which has deprived 
her of pretty clothes and fun, sent her teen-age brothers near the brink 
of delinquency, overworked her anxious mother. Her friendship with Peewee 
Boswell leads gradually to love and to a softening of her embittered feel- 
ings toward Pearl Street. A probing story of a young girl's growing up 
against a tenement background of an industrial city. Realistic, well- 
handled. For older girls, including young adults. Ages 12-15 


Family under the bridge, by Natalie Savage Carlson; pictures by Garth 
Williams. Harper. $2.95. 

Although Armand, a Paris hobo, prefers the solitary life, he is adopted 
by the family under the bridge. So happens, in this captivating book, 
humorous and poignant, the reformation of Armand whose willing responsi- 
bility it becomes to love and provide for three trusting children. 


Ages 8-11 


Beaux, by Evan Commager. Harper. $2.75. 

Chris Andrews chronicles in amusing, colloquial style her experiences 
with her best friend, Junie, in finding boy friends for her beautiful, 
older sister, Laura. Hilarious situations in a tender family story plus 
a nice romance for Chris herself. Set in a southern town during World 
War I. Ages 11-14 


Kid sister, by Margaret Embry; illustrated by Don Freeman. Holiday. $2.50. 
The security of Zib's pet mouse is precarious in the lively household 

of the Pauley family until the arrival of great-aunt Delia brings about 

a happy solution. This story of a lovable little girl and her nice, ex- 

asperating family is told with insight and humor. Ages 8-10 


Junior miler, by Lawrence A. Keating. Westminster. $2.95. 

Andy's junior year at Clinton South High which got off to such a dis- 
couraging start, when his father became school principal and he himself 
tangled with the ex-football captain, called forth the development of an 
inner strength, with the quiet encouragement of his family and his girl 
friend, Liz. A sports story with interesting lessons in human relations. 

Ages 11-13 


NONFICTION 


America's own Mark Twain, by Jeanette Eaton. Morrow. $3. 

An unusually well-rounded biography of Mark Twain, revealing not only 
the genius of the author of Tom Sawyer but also his zest for the American 
scene of the 19th century. For older boys and girls. Ages 11-14 


Digging into yesterday, the discovery of ancient civilizations, by Estelle 
Friedman; illustrated by Leonard Everett Fisher. Putnam. $2.95. 

All the excitement of discovery, as a city 7,000-years-old is unearthed 
or the tomb of Tut-ankh-Amen is revealed, makes archeology fascinating 
and vital in this lively and excellent book for boys and girls. Ages 9-11 
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Recent Accessions 
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Prepared by 


Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections 








These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may not 
have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


RACIAL QUESTION 






Braden, Anne. The wall between. New York, Monthly Review Press, 1958. 
306p. 325 .2609769B798 












Cable, G.W. The Negro question; a selection of writings on civil rights 
* in the South. Edited by Arlin Turner. dst edj Garden City, N.Y. 
Doubleday, 1958. 286p. (Doubleday anchor books) 325 .26Cllse 










ROCKETS AND SPACE FLIGHT 


Adams, C.C. Space flight; satellites, spaceships, space stations, space 
travel explained. With the collaboration of Frederick I. Ordway, III, 
Heyward E. Canney, Jr. candj Ronald C. Wakeford. New York, McGraw- 
Hill, 1958. 373p. 629 .1388A211 















Epstein, Beryl (Williams). The rocket pioneers on the road to space by 
Beryl Williams and Samuel Epstein. Introd. by Wernher von Braun. 
New York, Messner 719583 24l1p. 629 .13338E64a 










Mallan, Lloyd. Men, rockets and space rats. 
New York, J. Messner ¢19587 336p. 


Foreword by T.S. Power. 
629 .13338M252a 











Michel, Aimé. Flying saucers and the straight-line mystery. Pref. by 
L.M. Chassin. Translated from the French and edited by the Research 
Division of Civilian Saucer Intelligence of New York. With an appen- 

dix on the latest American sightings by Alexander D. Mebane. New 

York, Criterion Books ¢1958 285p. 629 .133M623f 















Zucrow, M.J. Aircraft and missile propulsion. New York, Wiley ,1958- 
629 .13338Z294 


SOME FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
Andrus, J.R. The economy of Pakistan cby,; J. Russell Andrus, and Azizali 


F. Mohammed. Stanford, Calif., Stanford University Press, 1958. 
517p. 330 .9547A576 









Ballif, Noél. La Perse millénaire. Photos de Georges Bourdelon. cParis; 
Arthaud ,1958 103p. 915.5B192 
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Barnett, Clifford. Poland, its people, its society, its culture by 
Clifford R. Barnett in collaboration with Robert J. Feldman cand 
others; New Haven, HRAF Press 1958 470p. (Survey of world cul- 
tures) 914.38B261 


Benton, William. This is the challenge; the Benton reports of 1956-1958 
on the nature of the Soviet threat. Edward W. Barrett, editor. 
New York, Associated College Presses, (1958 254p. E370 .947B478 


Bourneuf, Alice. Norway, the planned revival.’ Cambridge, Harvard Univ- 
ersity Press, 1958. 233p. (Harvard economic studies, v. 106) 
305H33v.106 


Chang, Chia-ao. The inflationary spiral; the experience in China, 1939- 
1950. ecCambridgez Technology Press of Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology t1958& 394p. (Technology press books in the social 
sciences) 332 .4951C456 


Jones, F.C. Hokkaido, its present state of development and future pros- 
pects. London, New York, Oxford University Press, 1958. 146p. 
330 .952J76 


Koslow, Jules. The Kremlin; eight centuries of tyranny and terror. New 
York, T. Nelson 119587 244p. 947 .3K86 


Meyerowitz, Eva (Lewin-Richter). The Akan of Ghana, their ancient beliefs. 
London, Faber and Faber ,¢1958 164p. 299 .6M613 


Myers, C.A. Labor problems in the industrialization of India. Cambridge, 
Mass., Harvard University Press, 1958. 297p. (Wertheim publications 
in industrial relations) 331 .70954M996 


THE STARS AND THE PLANETS 
Peek, B.M. The planet Jupiter. London, Faber (19583 283p. 523.45P373 


Schwarzschild, Martin. Structure and evolution of the stars. Princeton, 
Princeton University Press, 1958. 296p. 523.8S411 


TECHNOLOGY IN BUSINESS 


Booth, A.D. Mechanical resolution of linguistic problems by Andrew D. 
Booth, L. Brandwood candz J.P. Cleave. New York, Academic Press, 
1958. 306p. 808B725 


Cosgriff, R.L. Nonlinear control systems. New York, McGraw-Hill, 1958. 
328p. (McGraw-Hill series in control systems engineering) 
621 .8C834 


Leyson, B.W. More marvels of industrial science. lst ed. New York, 
Dutton, 1958. 190p. 608L68 5mb 


Teddington, Eng. National Physical Laboratory. Modern computing methods. 
New York, Philosophical Library ,<1958 129p. 512.8T255 
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Official Publications 


OF NEW YORK STAT 


TT, : S oa 
2 YS 


Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 


*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 
change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing office. 


*AFFAIRS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, SENATE COMMITTEE ON. Second interim 
report on the public transit system of the City of New York, including 
minority report, May 15, 1958. (1958) 74p. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 77) 


*AUDIT AND CONTROL, DEPT. OF. Annual report, 1958, of the Comptroller. 
(1958) 149p. 


* Interlocal cooperation in New York State; extent of cooperation and 
Statutory authorization for cooperative activity, prepared for the 
Governor's committee on home rule. 1958. 60p. Mimeo. 


* Local property and non-property taxes and their relation to real 
property values - including data on school and other tax levies. 
1958. 24p. Mimeo. 


*BANKING DEPT. (Annual) report, (107), of the Superintendent of banks... 
volume 2, for the year ending December 31, 1957, savings banks, sav- 
ings banks life insurance departments, savings bank life insurance 
fund, safe deposit companies, licensed lenders, investment companies, 
mutual trust investment companies. (1957) 35lp. (Legis Doc 1958 
nos. 94 and 95) 


* For the first time, protection for instalment buyers in New York 


State. (1958) Folder. 


* Postwar banking developments in New York State- a summary report. 
(1958) 6lp. 


*CARRIER TAXATION, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1958. (1958) 
102p. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 24) 


*COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Business fact book - New York City, 1957. (1958) 
39p. 


* Home modernization; an expanding industry. 1958. 17p. Mimeo. 


* Purchase and inventory control, by Andrew V. Ackerman. 1958. 8p. 
Mimeo. (Small business bulletin no. 6) 
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*CONSERVATION LAW, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON REVISION OF THE. 
Report...1958. (1958) 170p. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 11) 


*CORRECTION, DEPT. OF. Plans for the aged prisoner in the years ahead. 
1958. Unp. 


*COURTS , TEMPORARY COMMISSION ON THE. Report, 1958...part II: second 


preliminary report of the advisory committee on practice and procedure, 
February 15, 1958. (1958) 597p. 


*EDUCATION DEPT. Annual report, 52nd...for the school year ending June 
30, 1955, volume 2, statistics. 1958. 440p. 


* Annual report, 54th...for the school year 1956-57; section 2a: 


statistical and financial data of elementary and secondary schools 
for the year ending June 30, 1957. (1958) 139p. Mimeo. 


* __ Architects registered from November 16, 1956 to November 1, 1957. 
(1958) 15p. 


* Certified shorthand reporting: law, rules, information, 1958. 12p. 
(Handbook 33, professional education) 


* Law schools of the United States registered by the New York State 


Education Department. 1958. 19p. (Professional education, May 
1958) 


* Podiatry: law, rules, information, 1958. 1958. 54p. (Handbook 
9a, professional education) 


* Veterinary medicine: law, rules, information, 1958. 1958. 5lp. 
(Handbook 12, professional education) 


* Division of Elementary Education. Bureau of Elementary Curriculum 


Development. The World of science; books for boys and girls. 1958. 
12p. 


*ELECTION LAW AND RELATED STATUTES, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO MAKE 
A STUDY OF THE. Report...including minority report, 1958. (1958) 
48p. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 35) 


*GOVERNOR (Averell Harriman). Message of...in relation to immediate 


need for increasing unemployment benefits, January 16, 1958. (1958) 
4p. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 46) 


* Message of...in relation to parking facilities on Capitol hill in 


Albany, March 24, 1958. (1958) Unp. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 53) 


* Message of...in relation to reduction in contingent funds of Blue 
Cross plan, March 20, 1958. (1958) Unp. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 50) 


* Message of...in relation to right of Long Island Railroad to raise 
rates pending approval of Public Service Commission, March 24, 1958. 
(1958) Unp. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 52) 
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*GOVERNOR (Averell Harriman). Message of...in relation to vesting juris- 
diction in State Labor Relations Board of labor-management practices 
of New York City public transit industry, March 17, 1958. (1958) Unp. 
(Legis Doc 1958 no. 49) 


* Message...recommending creation of 5-member Crime Commission in 
state. (1958) Unp. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 54) 


* Message of...recommending extension of period of payment of unemploy- 
ment insurance benefits, March 20, 1958. (1958) Unp. (Legis Doc 
1958 no. 51) 


Message of...recommending state aid for special schools or classes 
for unruly students in public schools, March 6, 1958. (1958) Unp. 
(Legis Doc 1958 no. 48) 


Message...transmitting recommendations of committee to study over- 
charge for insurance to instalment purchasers. (1958) Unp. (Legis 
Doc 1958 no. 47) 


*HOUSING, DIVISION OF. New York State assistance in slum clearance, urban 
renewal and housing. (1958) 72p. Mimeo. 


* INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR CONDITIONS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report... 
for the year 1957-1958. (1958) 230p. (Cover title: A re-appraisal 
of two decades of progress in labor-industry conditions; Legis Doc 1958 
no. 22) 


*INTERSTATE COOPERATION, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1958. 
(1958) 374p. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 45) 


*LAW REVISION COMMISSION. Study of uniform commercial code; article 8- 
investment securities. (1958) 132p. (Legis Doc 1955 no. 651) 


* _-Study of uniform commercial code; article 9-secured transactions: 
sales of accounts, contract rights and chattel paper. (1958) 103p. 
(Legis Doc 1955 no. 65J) 


*METROPOLITAN AREAS STUDY, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report... 
March 20, 1958. (1958) 84p. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 30) 


*NATURAL RESOURCES, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1958. (1958) 


255p. (Cover title: New challenges in natural resources conservation 
and development; Legis Doc 1958 no. 28) 
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See TRAVELING LIBRARIES 


FILMS FOR YOU — Suggested by Jack B. Spear 


Here are some titles that you may find useful this winter: They have 
been purchased with funds made available to the Library Extension Division 
by the Library Services Act and are for the use of public libraries serving 
communities of less than 10,000 by the 1950 census. (Sorry, no bookings 


for classroom use). To borrow, simply write Traveling Libraries Film Serv- 
ice, Room 335, State Education Building, Albany 1, New York. 


Breath of Life: 27 min. Color. 

A fascinating and informative presentation on skin diving, stressing the 
proper equipment and how to use it. The film is based on Bev B. Morgan's 
underwater safety manual. Excellent underwater photography gives the au- 
dience a sense of participation in this relatively unexplored new frontier 
beneath the water, where the diver carries with him his "breath of life" 
from the air above. 


The Cage: 27 min. B&W. 

This film, produced by the National Film Board of Canada, for use on a tel- 
evision series, portrays with compelling drama the effects of pressure, 
worry and tension upon us as individuals in our present-day society. Through 
the eyes of Hugh Martin, we see his family trying to keep up with the Jones’ 
with near-disastrous results. Illness strikes and brings Hugh to the calm 
realization that it is necessary for each man to evaluate his personal goals 
and the means by which he hopes to attain them. This film will offer num- 
erous possibilities for information and discussion and will be very useful 
to industry, church and community groups. 


Eamon De Valera: 30 min. B&W. 

A filmed interview with the famed Prime Minister of the Republic of Ireland. 
De Valera recounts the major events in the Irish fight for independence and 
his own part in the rebellion, discusses his philosophy of government and 
gives his views of Ireland's role in the formation of plans for world peace, 
and his hope to regain unity for Ireland as a whole. This live interview 


with a 20th century personage is particularly interesting to groups with 
Irish backgrounds. 


In This Dark World: 28 min. B&W. 
A sensitive, appealing presentation that offers much encouragement and gives 
real understanding to adult groups of almost any kind who have an interest 


in problems of the blind. Would make an excellent evening's program shown 
with the film "Helen Keller." 


The Snob: 16 min. Color. 

The latest addition to the Young America series "Discussion Problems in 
Group Living." Sara, a high school student, has great difficulty in "mix- 
ing" with boys and girls of her own age. The problems shown will be of 
particular interest to PTA groups and church organizations. 
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GENERAL NEWS 


Prepared by Ida M. Cohen, Reference, and Library Extension Staff 





New Cooperative Library System: The State Education Department has an- 

; nounced the formation of a new cooperative library system known as the 
Westchester Library System in Westchester County. The new system, the 
fifth cooperative library system to be organized in the State under the 

. provisions of the Education Law enacted in April 1958, was established by 
the board of trustees of 32 existing libraries at a meeting held at the 
Roger Smith Hotel, White Plains, on November 6. 

The new library system will receive approximately $150,000 annually 
in state funds as determined by provisions for the payment of 25 cents 
per capita of the population served by the system and $6 per square mile 
of the system's service area. To improve and extend public library ser- 
vices in the county is the aim. 

The resolution authorizing the establishment of the system was unan- 
imously adopted. Anthony J. Cerrato was elected temporary chairman of the 
board of trustees of the Westchester Library System. Other trustees are: 
D. Reed Stuart, Jr., William H. Chamberlain, Mrs. Warren J. Hall, Mrs. 
Rettger Lewis, Mrs. John E. Jackson, Gerald FitzGerald, Thomas D. Ellis, 
Rebecca Rankin, Alfred S. Forsyth, Mrs. Harry Hill, Chester A. Smith, Al- 
bert B. Tibbetts,Judge Charles M. Baxter,Jr. and Mrs. Allan M. Schauffler. 

The board will draft a plan for services to the participating librar- 
ies and will then apply for regular State aid for the financing of these 
services. It is anticipated the plan will include such benefits for mem- 
ber libraries as interlibrary loan and delivery service, rotating collec- 
tions of books, field advisory service and central cataloging and process- 
ing. The library system will be a federation of autonomous libraries. 

Each participating member continues to operate its own board of trustees 

with local funds. The cooperative library system is a service organization 
for member libraries, designed to strengthen their local program and book 
resources. 





Research Projects Concern Libraries: Two new research projects are being 
inaugurated, as followup on recent surveys. The bulk of the work will 
be carried by the Research Division of the Education Department, with the 
assistance of members of the State Library and Library Extension Division 
staffs and a committee of advisers. 

1. Research related to improving of the supply of qualified librar- 
ians. This study will include not only the usual questions of space and 
expandability of present resources for training librarians, as well as 
the present number of vacancies, but will study the general problem of 
why librarians are in such short supply. Also included in the scope of 
the study is some review as to the kinds of education necessary for the 
proper development of librarians. 

2. The availability and utilization of research and reference col- 
lections in the State. The State's concern for the quality and availabil- 
ity of reference and research material has been clearly indicated by its 
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maintenance of the facilities and services of the State Library as well 
as special provision given in 1958 for the Reference Department of the 
New York Public Library. Public policy in regard to utilization of other 
large reference collections in city, college and university, and special 
libraries, will be considered, with a view to avoiding unnecessary dupli- 
cation and providing better integration and mobility of materials. 


Staff Notes: Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, State Librarian, attended a meeting 
of the Assembly of State Librarians at the Library of Congress, Washington, 
D.C., November 12-14. He led a discussion on "Archival Services." — Dr. 
Gosnell and Ernest Breuer, Law Librarian, attended a meeting of the Law 
Library Association of Greater New York at the Association of the Bar, New 
York City, on October 28. Hubbard W. Ballou, head of Photographic Services 
of the Columbia University Libraries, spoke on "Photography in Libraries" 
and Dr. Gosnell discussed the plans for microfilming legislative bills and 
bill jackets in the State Library's Legislative Reference Library. — Mason 
Tolman, Reference Librarian, has been appointed liaison officer to repre- 
sent the Western New York Chapter of the Special Libraries Association in 
the National Association's International Relations Section. One of the 
purposes of the Section is to assist professionally foreign librarians and 
foreign students in United States library schools during their travels in 
the country. — Dr. Gosnell and Mason Tolman attended the International 
Conference on Scientific Information at the Mayflower Hotel, Washington, 
D.C., November 16-21. — The State Library's Technical Processes Section 
was represented at the New York Regional Technical Services Librarians’ 
meeting in New York City, November 7, by Mrs. Grace Atwood, William D' 
Alleaume, Catherine Dusten, Mrs. Mary Felix, Eleanor Hall, Mrs. Ethel 
Lansing, Mrs. Marie Passarelli, Mrs. Virginia Sanford and Elizabeth Trom- 
betta. — Dorothy Butch, formerly a member of the New York State Library 
staff, has been newly appointed to the staff of the Legislative Reference 
Library as Assistant Librarian. Miss Butch, attached for the last two 
years to the Special Services branch of the U.S. Army, served as librarian 
in Neubrucke and Mainz, Germany. 


State Library Exhibit: An atomic energy exhibit called “Atoms for Peace" 
will be on display in the rotunda of the State Library during December 
and January. The exhibit on loan from the Oak Ridge National Laboratory, 
Tennessee, will serve to emphasize the State Library's development of its 
science and technology collection. 


Invitation Extended: With the opening of the 1959 session of the New York 
State Legislature, the State Library's Legislative Reference Library will 
be glad to lend informational material, when possible, on specific current 
legislation to libraries in New York State. 


Notice to Librarians: If you are returning books to the State Library and 
also sending new requests for material, please send them separately. We 
are convinced that an envelope containing interlibrary loan forms which is 
pasted on the package is frequently overlooked because of the quantity of 
material to be unpacked. Please help us with this problem and you will 
have better service. 


National Library Week—April 12-18, 1959: The NLW Organization Handbook, 
just off the press, has been mailed to 3,200 public libraries and to 350 
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library supervisors. Bulk shipments have gone to Executive Directors in 
each state and the territories, and to state library extension agencies. 

The Protestant Church-Owned Publishers' Association, representing 32 
denominational magazines, has pledged full cooperation with NLW. The NCWC 
News Service, with an aggregate circulation of four million, has scheduled 
a syndicated article by Father Harold C. Gardiner to appear simultaneously 
in America. In the Jewish field, Rabbi Samuel Silver, representing the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations and affiliates, has officially en- 
dorsed NLW. Three network radio and television shows are already sched- 
uled: "Invitation to Learning" (CBS) with Lyman Bryson; "Christophers" 
(ABC) with Father James Keller; and "Christians in Action" (ABC). Half- 
hour CBS and NBC "specials" are under preparation. 


"Pennies for Laura": To commemorate the well-loved author of "The Little 
House" books, the Laura Ingalls Wilder Home Association, a nonprofit, tax- 
exempt organization, has as its purpose procuring the home, furnishings, 
books and mementoes of Mrs. Wilder and preserving them for friends and 
admirers who visit Mansfield, Missouri. It is suggested that Mrs. Wilder's’ 
birthday, February 7, would be an appropriate time for children to contrib- 
ute to this project by giving "Pennies for Laura." Write for further in- 
formation to: Mrs. Irene V. Lichty, Assistant Secretary of the Laura Ingalls 
Wilder Home Association, Mansfield, Missouri. 


Library in Philippines Requests Books: From Emilliano R. Florendo, Direc- 
tor of the Surigao Rural Academy, has come a letter asking our help with 
the shortage of reading materials in the Philippines. He writes: 

"We have a sad plight in the rehabilitation of our library due to the 
poor economic condition of our country. We are, in this connection, re- 
questing your kindness and sympathetic understanding to please save or to 
cause to save for us your old, unused, and discarded books as book gifts 
or donations for our library. 

"We are offering complete secondary and some courses of the Junior 
College level. If some books are available, we have permission to have 
them addressed to: The Commanding Officer, U. S. Naval Station, Box l, 
Naval 961, c/o Fleet Post Office, San Francisco, California; with inner 
label to: The Director, Surigao Rural Academy, Bad-as, Placer, Surigao, 
Philippines." 


New Book Lists Available: "Stories; A List of Stories to Tell and to Read 
Aloud," compiled by Augusta Baker, Storytelling Specialist, The New York 
Public Library, $1.00 postage prepaid; "Winter," Branch Library Book News, 
December, 1958, 20¢ by mail, The New York Public Library, Fifth Avenue 

and 42nd Street, New York 18, New York. 


ALA Sponsors European Tour: On June 27, 1959, at the closing of the ALA 
Convention in Washington, D.C., a special flight for ALA members only, and 
their families, will leave for London. A 35-day tour of England, Holland, 
Germany, Switzerland, Italy and France will end in Paris on August 1, with 
an overnight flight arriving in New York on the morning of August 2. The 
tour group, traveling in their own de luxe Pullman motor coach, will at- 
tend specially arranged programs in some of the most important libraries— 
as well as relax on fashionable beaches and enjoy some of the most spec- 
tacular scenery in the world. This private tour will be offered at a price 
considerably below those for comparable European vacations. This is possible 
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through using a chartered plane, the cost of which is far less than "Econ- 
omy Class" air transportation while providing the same standards of comfort 
and security. C. Donald Cook, Assistant to the Director of Libraries of 
Columbia University, and a well-traveled man himself, is in charge. Tour 
arrangements are being handled by Compass Travel Bureau, Inc., 55 West 42nd 
Street, New York 36, New York; cost and detailed itinerary can be obtained 
by writing directly to them. 


LOCAL ACTIVITIES 
Edited by I. Marie Gustafson and Edgar Tompkins, Library Extension 


Broome. Librarians of the following public libraries in Broome County 
joined with their neighbors from Chenango in attending a reference 
workshop in Greene on October 28: Binghamton Public; Your Home Public 


Library, Johnson City; Lisle Free Library; Nineveh Public; and Vestal 
Free Library. 


Chenango. A full-day workshop on reference services and materials was 
held at the Moore Memorial Library, Greene, on October 28. Robert J. 
Flores, Public Library Consultant, was moderator for this session which 
formed a part of the state-wide workshop program planned under the Li- 
brary Services Act. Attending were representatives of: Afton Free Li- 
brary; Bainbridge Free; Moore Memorial Library, Greene; New Berlin; 
Guernsey Memorial Library, Norwich; Oxford Memorial; and South New 
Berlin Free Library. 


Delaware. Represented at the reference workshop held on October 29 in 
Oneonta were the following libraries from Delaware County: Andes Public; 
Bovina Library Association; Canon Free Library, Delhi; Skene Memorial 
Library, Fleischmanns; Franklin Free; Louise A. Read Memorial Library, 
Hancock; Roxbury; Sidney Public, together with its Masonville and Sidney 
Center branches; Stamford Village; and Ogden Free Library, Walton. — 
The climax of Book Week at the Sidney Public Library was an open house 
arranged for children by the Friends of the Library. Highlight of the 
program was a talk by Robert Hofsinde, author of "Indian Sign Language" 
and "Indian Games and Crafts." Mr. Hofsinde is also an artist and lec- 
turer on the culture of American Indians. His stories about Indians 
delighted an audience of about 175 children. Special displays of books 
on Indians and of Indian handcrafts were shown in the library. 


Erie. The retirement in November 1958 of three librarians from the staff 
of the Buffalo and Erie County Public Library deprives the library of 
a total of 109 years of professional experience. - Retirees are Olive 
Hale, Reference Department (27 years); Lucy Murphy, Department of Work 
with Schools (47 years); Mrs. Ruth Rasmussen, Head of the Hospital Li- 
brary branch (35 years). 


Fulton. The Gloversville Free and Johnstown Free Library were represented 


at the reference workshop at the Canajoharie Library and Art Gallery on 
October 30. 


Genesee. A meeting of NIOGA libraries was held at the Richmond Memorial 
Library in Batavia on November 19. The subject of the meeting was cat- 
aloging and classification for small libraries. Helen Ludlow, Lockport 
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Public Library, Mrs. Jean Beukema, Youngstown Free Library, Flora Webb, 
Lee-Whedon Memorial Library, Medina, and Marian Simons, Batavia, dis- 
cussed different problems involved in cataloging. At the meeting the 
group also decided to undertake a cooperative bibliography of local 
history materials found in Niagara, Orleans and Genesee County librar- 
ies. The local history bibliography will be the subject of a meeting 
next spring. NIOGA libraries represented at the meeting included: Swan 
Library, Albion; Richmond Memorial Library, Batavia; Woodward Memorial 
Library, LeRoy; Lockport Public; Yates Community Library, Lyndonville; 
Lee-Whedon Memorial Library, Medina; Middleport Free; Newfane Free; 
Niagara Falls Public; Oakfield Free Library. Several libraries from 
Wyoming County also attended. 


Hamilton. The librarian and board president of the Raquette Lake Free 
Library, sole public library in Hamilton County, were participants in 
the workshop on children's services held in Poland on October 24, 


Herkimer. Librarians and trustees from Herkimer, Hamilton, and Oneida 
Counties gathered at the Poland Public Library on October 24 for a work- 
shop on children's materials and services. The session was led by Mrs. 
Elizabeth Lockhart, Public Library Children's Consultant. Besides dis- 
cussing basic problems in Library service to children and demonstrating 
practical techniques such as storytelling, Mrs. Lockhart also displayed 
a wide variety of current and standard titles for children. Each li- 
brary attending the workshop which serves a community under 10,000 pop- 
ulation was able to select $100 worth of children's books to be purchased 
out of Federal Library Services Act funds. These libraries in Herkimer 
County were represented: Frankfort Free; Herkimer Free; Ilion Free Pub- 


lic; Little Falls Public; Middleville Free; Weller Library, Mohawk; 
Newport Free; Old Forge; Poland Public; and West Winfield Free Library. 


Jefferson. Approximately 150 people attended the open house at the new 
library building in Adams Center on October 2. Seventeen librarians 
and trustees joined the tour of libraries on October 21. Four new or 
redecorated libraries visited were: Adams Center; Black River; Brown- 
ville; and Dexter. 


Monroe. At the annual meeting of the New York Association of Architects, 
a citation was awarded the firm of Barrows, Parks, Morin, Hall and 
Brenner for their design of the Dewey Avenue Branch Library of the 
Rochester Public Library.- The "Pioneer Library System" has been chosen 
as the official name of the Monroe-Livingston-Wayne tri-county library 
federation. 


Montgomery. A reference workshop, sponsored by the Library Extension Di- 
vision, was held at the Canajoharie Library and Art Gallery on October 
30. Two libraries from Fulton County and six from Montgomery County 
were represented at the day-long program. A total of 15 librarians and 
trustees attended. Each library represented at the meeting serving a 
population of 10,000 or less will receive a $100 collection of refer- 
ence books provided by funds from the Federal Library Services Act. A 
display collection of reference books was on hand, and each library 
made its own selection after examining the books. Robert J. Flores, 
Public Library Consultant, was the workshop leader. The following li- 
braries were represented: Amsterdam Free; Canajoharie Library and Art 
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Gallery; Frothingham Free Library, Fonda; Fort Hunter Free; Fort Plain 
Free; and Margaret Reaney Memorial Library, St. Johnsville. 


Niagara. At its September meeting at Niagara Falls, NIOGA Libraries elected 
the following members to its council: Ruth McEvoy, Batavia; Helen Ludlow, 
Secretary, Lockport; Flora Webb, Medina; Florence Wales, Niagara Falls; 
Mrs. Jean Beukema, treasurer, Youngstown. 


Oneida. Participants in the children's workshop held at Poland on October 
24 included representatives of these libraries in Oneida County: Barn- 
eveld; Erwin Library, Boonville; Bridgewater Free; Kirkland Town Li- 
brary, Clinton, and its branch at Clark Mills; Holland Patent Free; New 
York Mills Public; Oriskany Public; Didymus Thomas Library, Remsen; 
Sherrill-Kenwood Free; Vernon Public; Waterville Public; Western Town 
Library, Westernville; Dunham Public Library, Whitesboro; and Woodgate 
Free Library. — All who knew her will join her trustees and patrons in 
mourning the untimely passing of Mrs. Ruth Higby, Director of the Western 
Town Library, Westernville. Especially interested in the role that even 
the small public library can play in serving children, Mrs. Higby was 
returning home from the Poland workshop when involved in a fatal traffic 
accident. 


Onondaga. M. Frances Ferris, head of the Local History and Genealogy De- 
partment of the Syracuse Public Library for 33 years, retired October 
1. Gerald J. Parsons, formerly head of the Education and Religion Di- 
vision, Rochester Public Library, has been appointed to succeed Miss 
Ferris. — The final workshop on reference services and materials plan- 
ned for the fall season was held in the Baldwinsville Library on Novem- 
ber 6. Over 40 representatives of the libraries in Onondaga and Oswego 
Counties participated in a discussion of reference techniques led by 
Robert J. Flores, Public Library Consultant, and had the opportunity 
to examine and answer questions from over 80 reference works placed on 
display. Present were librarians and trustees from the following li- 
braries in Onondaga County: Baldwinsville; Brewerton Free; Maxwell Mem- 
orial Library, Camillus; Cicero Free; East Syracuse Free; Elbridge Free; 
Fairmont Community Library; Fayetteville Free; Jordan Free; LaFayette 
Public; Manlius; Marcellus Free; Salina Free Library, Mattydale; North 
Syracuse Free; Solvay Public; and Syracuse Public Library. 


Ontario. The Geneva Free Library was host at a workshop on children's books 
and services on November 19. Twenty-five librarians and trustees from 
ten public libraries in Ontario County attended the day-long program. 
Libraries, serving a population under 10,000 and represented at the work- 
shop, will receive a $100 collection of children's books under a Federal 
Library Services Act grant. Mrs. Elizabeth H. Lockhart, Public Library 
Children's Consultant, was the workshop leader. A display of children's 
books was arranged so that librarians could examine and discuss books 
before selecting titles for their own libraries. Librarians also selected 
books for their libraries from a Traveling Libraries collection of chil- 
dren's books which were made available for a special rotating collection. 
The first rotation will take place next spring when the librarians will 
bring their collections to a Swap Shop meeting. Libraries represented 
at the meeting included: Allen's Hill Free; Bristol Free; Bristol Valley; 
Wood Library, Canandaigua; Peirce Free Library, Clifton Springs; Geneva 
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Free; Gorham Free; Honeoye Public; Phelps Community Memorial Library. 

— A book review meeting was held at the Victor Free Library on November 
25. Mrs. Chester Mapes discussed "Ice Palace" by Edna Ferber and Laura 
English showed color slides of a trip to Alaska. — The Honeoye Public 
Library has moved to new quarters in the Grange Hall. 


Orange. Thirty-eight librarians and trustees of Orange County were present 
at the Workshop on Children's Services in Ellenville on November 13. 
These libraries were represented: Central Valley Free; Chester Free; 
Cornwall Public; Cornwall-on-Hudson Public; Florida Public; Goshen Li- 
brary and Historical Society; Greenwood Lake Public; Highland Falls; 
Rushmore Memorial Library of Highland Mills; Monroe Free; Montgomery 
Free; Mountainville Free; Newburgh Free; Town of Crawford Free Library 
of Pine Bush; Port Jervis Free; Tuxedo Park; Josephine-Louise Public 
Library of Walden; Albert Wisner Memorial Library of Warwick; and Moffat 
Library Association of Washingtonville. Also attending the Workshop 
were Miriam K. Tiller of the Post School at West Point, Marjorie Walyus 
of the Special Services at West Point, and Elena Horton of Orange County 
Community College Library, Middletown. 


Orleans. A meeting of Orleans County public library trustees was held at 
the Swan Library at Albion on November 20. 


Oswego. The reference workshop held on November 6 at Baldwinsville at- 
tracted participation by the following four libraries in Oswego County: 
Central Square; Fulton Public; Oswego City; and A. P. Ainsworth Memorial 
Library, Sandy Creek. 


Otsego. The Huntington Memorial Library, Oneonta, played host to repre- 
sentatives of the libraries in Delaware and Otsego Counties on October 
29 when they assembled to take part in a reference workshop conducted 
by Robert J. Flores. Each library serving a population of 10,000 or 

. under had the opportunity to select $100 worth of reference books to be 

paid for from Federal Library Services Act funds. Represented at this 
session were the following Otsego County libraries: Cherry Valley; Ed- 
meston Free; Gilbertsville Free; Kenyon Free Library, Morris; Huntington 
Memorial Library, Oneonta; Otego Free; and Unadilla Public Library. 


Rockland. An article on the Blauvelt Free Library appeared in the November 
10 issue of "Newsweek Magazine." The opening of the library coincided 
with National Book Week and was a community project par excellence. A 
large room in the Old Greenbush School is the headquarters with a special 
nook for children. Story hours will be conducted on Saturday mornings. 


St. Lawrence. The Hepburn Library at Norfolk had on display during Novem- 
ber a group of early American items made in Norfolk. The collection 
was lent by Mrs. Frank Smith of Norfolk. 


Steuben. The Steuben County Library Association's fall meeting was held 
at the Veterans’ Administration Library at Bath on October 30. The 
program included a panel discussion, "Librarians Do Read" in which 
Audrey Cloas, librarian at Painted Post High School, June Wilson, Stu- 
dent Librarian at Bath, and Mrs. Mary Lester, Hornell Public Library, 
participated. The evening session included a talk, "Reading for Children," 
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by Phyllis Fenner, author and librarian, a native of Almond in Allegany 
County. The meeting had an unusually large attendance of over 75. 


Sullivan. Among the activities of the Livingston Manor Free Library re- 
cently was the annual fund-raising drive which netted $462 for the li- 
brary's support. — Livingston Manor Free Library was host to the 
Sullivan County libraries on November 6. Mrs. A.J. Torgersen of the 
Highland Falls Library spoke on the Orange-Ulster Cooperative of Young 
Adult Services. Represented at the meeting were Sunshine Hall Free 
Library, Eldred; Liberty Public; Ethelbert B. Crawford Memorial Library, 
Monticello; Roscoe Free, in addition to the host library. Plans were 
made for a second meeting of the group at Monticello on December 4. — 
Thirteen librarians and trustees of Sullivan County were present at the 
Workshop on Children's Services in Ellenville on November 13. These 
libraries were represented: Bloomingburg Free; Sunshine Hall Free Li- 
brary of Eldred; Daniel Pierce Library of Grahamsville; Liberty Public; 
Livingston Manor Free; Ethelbert B. Crawford Memorial Library of Mont- 
icello. 


Tompkins. The annual book sale held by the Friends of the Cornell Public 
Library, Ithaca, New York, raised over $1,850 this year, a record amount. 
Proceeds are used to purchase additional books and equipment for the 
library. 


Ulster. A workshop on children's services, sponsored by the Library Ex- 
tension Division, was held in the Ellenville Public Library on November 
13. Forty libraries from Orange, Sullivan and Ulster Counties were 
represented at the day-long meeting. A total of 89 librarians and 
trustees attended. Each library, serving under 10,000 people and par- 
ticipating in the workshop, will receive a $100 collection of children's 
books provided by funds from the Federal Library Services Act. An ex- 
hibit collection of children's books was displayed, and each library 
made its own selection after examining the books. Mrs. Elizabeth Lock- 
hart was the workshop leader. Present from the Division besides Mrs. 
Lockhart were Irving A. Verschoor, Director, Henry J. Shearouse, Jr. 
and I. Marie Gustafson. The following libraries from Ulster County were 
represented: Ellenville Public; Highland Free; Kingston City; Marlboro 
Free; Sarah Hull Hallock Free Library of Milton; Elting Memorial Library 
of New Paltz; Pine Hill Public; Rosendale; Saugerties Public; Stone 
Ridge; Olive Free Library Association of West Shokan; and Woodstock 
Library. eee ere 


Wayne. On December 7, the Wolcott Civic Free Library held an open house 
for visitors to its new library quarters. 


Wyoming. The following attended the meeting of NIOGA libraries at Rich- 
mond Memorial Library, Batavia on November 18: Mrs. Evelyn Connors, 
Arcade; Mrs. Mildred Shaffner and Irene Mirville, Bliss; Agnes Tomlin- 
son, Perry; and Mrs. Rhoda Warren, Wyoming. 


Yates. Beverly Vandevanter is the new librarian at the Penn Yan Public 
Library. eRe 
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
Edited by Irving A. Verschoor, Library Extension 


Coplan, K. M. Effective library exhibits; how to prepare and promote good 
displays. Oceana. 1958. $4.50. 

Among the sights to be seen by the first-time visitor to Baltimore are 
the 12 show windows of the Enoch Pratt Free Library, which are sure to be 
pointed out by the native as he escorts his friend about town. They are 
reflectors of the city's life and interests, skillfully linked with books. 

In charge of these exhibits since 1927 is Kate Mildred Coplan who, over 
the years, learned by doing. In her attractive new book, Effective library 
exhibits, she shares her know-how, giving practical help to libraries big 
and small. 

"The purpose of library exhibits, of course," writes Miss Coplan, "is 
to stimulate interest in books and reading, and to show how the library's 
services and resources can aid individuals and groups in the community. 

In the course of a single year a library can place before the public a com- 
prehensive cross-section of its collection, demonstrating how books and 
other materials tie in with the community's interests. 

“One point, however, must be made crystal clear. Library exhibits, to 
be successful, must be well planned, organized and executed. Amateurish, 
*home-made’ looking displays—whether window displays, bulletin board dis- 
plays, panel displays, case, table or shelf displays—should be avoided 
like the plague. Poor lettering, clashing colors, bad art, inexpert ar- 
rangement are a discredit, rather than a credit to the library." 

Chapters deal with display ideas and arrangement, library book fairs, 
lighting, the silk screen process and inexpensive short cuts to obtaining 
results. Accompanying promotion is thoroughly treated, "For what advan- 
tage is there in setting up an effective, informative display if it is seen 
only by a relatively few people and only those few are stimulated by it 
to do additional reading?" Miss Coplan asks. 

Diversified display suggestions, catchy captions, sources of free dis- 
play materials, supplies and equipment, and possible sources of free travel 
posters, folders and/or projects are included, as well as a list of "Some 
Related Readings" and an index. 

Because of the prescribed display space at Pratt, there is a sameness 
in the numerous illustrations in this well-printed quarto. The many fer- 
tile ideas, however, make the book a "must" in all professional collections, 
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